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I still recall fondly the first time we met. That would have been about 15 years ago when you 
were with KPMG U.S. and would visit Mumbai frequently. Then, and now, I still wonder how 
you have the ability to catch a midnight flight and be in office the next morning looking fresh 
and attentive. 

The last five years have flown past very quickly and that is thanks to your demeanour and 
calm nature which has always put people at ease (even during heated conversations). On 
my personal behalf and on behalf of our partnership, I thank you for your commitment and 
dedication through the last five years. There have been huge challenges and for us they were 
easier with you leading the Firm. 

You leave us with several learnings, though I am sure those who know you also know they 
can reach out wherever you are in the world. 

Niloufer and I convey our best wishes to Poornima and you as you both move into a new 
chapter in your lives, one that will give your family and grandkids your attention, along with 
some books which I am sure you will write...

Yezdi Nagporewalla

It is my delight to have worked with you over these five years. I have in my earlier 
avatar worked with various luminaries, but the learning I had while working with you 
has been tremendous in terms of insight, knowledge and approach to issues. What I 
appreciate the most about you is that you never loose sight of the larger picture and 
your foresight. I cannot thank you enough for your contribution in my professional 
enhancement. I am sure you will find bigger things to keep you engaged. I wish you 
the very best. You will be missed, Arun.

– Meera Singh

My journey in KPMG started with a very pleasant meeting with Arun over lunch in 
Mumbai. Right from the first day, Arun has supported and encouraged me. His active 
involvement was a great help in my settling down. Throughout the journey Arun has 
fully supported the plans of the tax practice and encouraged us to think big.

–  Rajeev Dimri

Arun, you brought a level of strategic thinking in the Firm that was refreshing. I enjoyed 
working with you because of your ability to visualize the big picture, take and encourage 
others to take calculated risks, all done with a touch of class. 

– Nitin Atroley

I have greatly enjoyed my interactions with Arun during our time in the Firm together. 
He has a calm demeanour and is thoughtful about his approach to various professional 
matters. I have always admired the fact that he has a wide range of interests and skills 
beyond work, and I guess that’s what has kept him energised for his role as Chairman 
and CEO of the Firm. I wish him all the luck and success for his future endeavours. 

– Ajay Mehra

Thanks to you and Poornima for the tremendous sacrifice you have 
made over so many years, serving our Firm in so many capacities – 
from the U.S. to India, from EMA to Global. We wish you the very best 
in the next chapter! Enjoy the time with your family, especially your 
grandchildren.

– Bill and Bron Thomas



 I am one of the few people who 
had the privilege to meet you prior 
to your joining office in India. I was 
amazed by your humility and grace 
then and must say that I have never 
been let down of my expectations. 

You made the India practice 
steady, took it out of a turmoil 
and put #jOSH in our motto and 
life. You motivated us to take 
greater challenges for the growth 
and profitability of the India Firm, 
resulting in all of us doing so well. 
I take this opportunity to wish you 
and family the very best.

– Shabbir Motorwala

Arun, you have stood 
by us in times, good 
and bad, and shown 
confidence in us even 
when the chips were 
down. That is a great 
motivator for any team 
and helps one get the 
confidence to fight all 
odds. Thank you for being 
there and for your energy 
and commitment to the 
Firm and the partnership.
Wish you good health and 
all the best.

– Santosh Kamath

Arun has achieved much in his Five years 
with Firm. He was a steadying influence on 
KPMG and the partners when the Firm was 
in a turmoil some years back.

He is gentle and does not react to rumors or 
gossips. He took a very sanguine view and 
made sure all the partners work to improve 
the Firm.

The audit team made some major strides 
and won some large and coveted audits 
under his regime. The Advisory team has 
achieved a record year since Covid with 
improvements in all the sectors. The Indian 
Firm has had some record results which are 
credit worthy.

We wish him well for the future.

– Farid Gulmohamed

Thanks for being a part of KPMG and 
leading us through the years. You 
have been a source of inspiration to 
many of us, and it has always been 
a pleasure interacting with you. 
Wishing you and your family the very 
best for future endeavours.

– Rohit Jain

You came in as CEO when the Firm 
was going through turbulent times. 
Over these years, your leadership 
has made the Firm a strong brand 
in the marketplace and a rock solid 
reputation for quality services. I 
thank you for investing your time 
with the India Firm and wish you 
success in the coming years in 
whatever role you choose. 

– Raajnish Desai 

We have been privileged to have 
your leadership across these 
years. The time that you took 
over the reins of the Firm was 
quite challenging and you were 
able to rally us together with 
your message of ‘team work 
makes the dream work’. The 
Firm has seen lot of stability and 
consistency in decision making 
and this has helped us all grow 
the business in the last several 
years. Your focus on getting the 
top level talent has also helped 
us position the Firm better. Thank 
you for the stewardship and 
guidance. All the best for future.

– Gururaja M

I have had the opportunity to 
work with your closely across 
multiple focus areas - India 
Global, ASEAN Corridor and 
BCRE sector. You have positively 
influenced me over the years 
and provided strong support 
and autonomy which helped me 
deliver on the responsibilities 
vested in me. You invested 
yourself in growing the Firm over 
the last five years and inspired 
us to think big and strategic. 
While we will definitely miss 
your presence at KPMG, I wish 
you the very best for your future 
endeavours. Best wishes.

– Neeraj Bansal



It there is one thing certain about Arun, it is that he 
never really retires. We thought he retired from KPMG in 
the U.S. in 2013, marked by a grand retirement party, but 
even before the excitement died down, Arun was off to 
Washington DC to be part of the Obama administration. 

After three years in DC, there was another round of 
retirement parties and the family was excited that finally, 
we will have Arun with us full time. I organised a two 
weeks trip to Myanmar to celebrate the same, but he 
couldn’t join us because he was in Mumbai, taking 
charge as Chairman and CEO of KPMG in India. So, this 
time, we are once again hoping that this is going to be 
his “real retirement.” 

The last five years in India were professionally 
exciting, but personally challenging for us. We left our 
home and family in the U.S. and missed celebrating 
many milestone events in our children’s lives. Three 
grandchildren were born in this period, but we were 
away in India, unable to to spend time with them due 
to the pandemic travel restrictions. However, this gave 
Arun a chance to fully immerse himself in KPMG work. 

I am gratified to see that he was able to do justice to the 
job that was demanded of him. 

According to a study in the New England Journal of 
Medicine, the most productive age in a human’s life is 
not 20s and 30s, but 60 to 70. The study says that the 
second most productive age is between 70 and 80 and 
the third most productive decade is 50-60. This only 
means that Arun might dial down soon from the most 
productive stage to the second most productive! He 
had an uncle, an energetic, politically active lawyer, who 
just passed away at the age of 107, working and socially 
engaged until practically the last day. It may well be that 
Arun will follow that example.

Our family and friends in the U.S. are looking forward 
to his return there, but whatever he plans to do next, I 
wish him success. All the best Arun.

– Poornima 

Papa -- it’s hard to believe you will be finishing five years 
with KPMG India! We are very proud of you, not only for 
everything you accomplished at KPMG, but also for how you 
accomplished it. Despite being oceans away, you had an 
uncanny way of staying connected to all of us. You also made 
time for creative pursuits like poetry and travel. We are all 
inspired by your boundless energy, and we look forward to 
seeing where you direct it next! All the best Papa, we love you. 

– Ashvin, Vikram, Monisha and Melisa



You are an exemplary leader in the most enlightened sense - a thinker, a man of action, 
a change maker, and a man of infinite integrity and compassion. As the seventh CEO, 
you took over the 24-year-old India Firm with its strong global linkages and set it on 
course for a glorious future.

Building on the strength of our past, you fundamentally redefined the way we do 
business and work, and led us into the marketplace of AI, digital platforms, fintech and 
the unicorn age.

You lead by example not because you believe you should, but because that’s your way 
of life. You were never satisfied and constantly pushed us to do something bigger, 
better, and larger.

We will continue this momentum of success and carry forward your legacy. Thank 
you for your spirit, vision, strength, integrity, and for the passion for success you have 
instilled in all of us.

May God shower his choicest blessings upon you and your family.

– Naresh Makhijani 

Thank you for your leadership and guidance in leading the India over last five years. It 
was a pleasure working with you.

– Ashish Aul 

I had the opportunity to interact with you regularly during my Board tenure. While the 
Firm was navigating through choppy waters when you took over, the last five years 
saw us stabilising with open, transparent conversations and actions all intentioned and 
directed towards strengthening the Firm. It helped us shape a robust governance model 
(in my view, it is among the best in the Big 4s in India) that will hold us in good stead in 
the years ahead. 

I will remember you for being an avid listener, your ability to factor all views before 
taking decisions and, more importantly, owning up for your actions, especially where 
things did not go as per plan. Thank you for your stewardship, and here’s wishing you 
good luck in your future endeavours and some quality time with your grandchildren. 

– Krishnan Narayanan



You have been a true ‘Statesman’ in all walks of life. The Firm and our people will perpetually benefit, from 
all that you have shaped over the last five years. You have inspired me in all walks of life and personally I 
have learnt a lot from every interaction and observing you in action. I truly admire the calm, composed and 
simplistic demeanor you have. Always wanted to understand how you manage so many diverse roles and still 
remain so focused – be it KPMG Global and India, industry and government forums, author and family etc. I 
distinctly remember my first meeting with you at our Bangalore office back in March 2017. I had just joined 
the Firm and you were visiting all the offices as you took charge. Every time I have met you - be it client 
meetings or internal, your energy and poise has been super contagious. You have made us Think Big, Focus, 
Collaborate and Act Fast - helping us drive growth. Sharing my Kodak moment with you and Bill Thomas, 
Hope to get your continued guidance and blessings!

– Vikram Surana

Thank you, Arun, for your wholehearted support to the Government Advisory practice. With you at the helm, 
we witnessed bigger wins, more impactful delivery, stronger collaborations and an emphasis on the pride of 
working at KPMG through ‘KPMG jOSH’ 

Personally, I have had the opportunity to interact with you on multiple occasions – WEF@Davos,  
multiple pitch presentations, discussions with senior Ministers at the Central and State level,  
and a few internal events. Each interaction has been a great learning opportunity and 
has served as a confidence booster to strive for more. 

Thank you for all the opportunities and for your inspiring leadership over the past five 
years. Wishing you the very best that life has to offer.

– Sandeep Paidi

Arun took over the reins when the Firm was going through a tough time and provided much needed 
stability. During his tenure, not only did Arun steer the Firm on a growth path but also managed to keep the 
partnership together. The Firm continues to sail ahead strongly keeping the cultural values intact and much of 
the credit goes to him and his able leadership team.

Arun’s style of management focused on leading by example, culture driven by passion, making the right bets 
early and collaboration. Would like to thank him for being a guiding light as well as wish him all the best for 
future endeavors.

– Arvind Girotra

Congratulations on completing a wonderful stint with the Firm in India! It was nice interacting with you on 
several work matters relating to clients such as Kotak Mahindra Group, Edelweiss, SBI General Insurance 
and the LIC of India. Your approach to preparations in each of these instances was inspiring and I have made 
efforts to replicate those learnings at work. I wish you all the best!

– Venkateswaran Narayanana



I still remember our first interaction 
in the Lodha cafeteria and the 
impression I carried from it – 
someone who is calm, experienced, 
balanced and will ensure stability. 
Your mentorship and guidance that 
helped me navigate the responsibility 
of leading FS advisory for the Firm. 
Your support and guidance in the 
BoB story is something I will also 
recall with fondness. Wish you all the 
success and may god bless you with 
best of health and jOSH!

– Sanjay Doshi

Congratulations on successful 
completion of your term with KPMG. You 
have truly been an excellent leader and 
the Firm continued to grow under your 
leadership. You leave behind a stronger 
Firm for its continued growth journey. 
Thankyou for your leadership. 

I wish you nothing but the best and 
many more years full of success and 
achievement. 

– Hasnain Shroff

It has been a real pleasure to get to 
know you and work with you over the 
past five years. You have brought an 
institutional and growth mindset to the 
Firm. It has been educative for me to 
see how you have made important and 
long lasting changes by focussing on the 
most important areas of our governance, 
strategy and thinking. I hope we can 
continue to build on the foundations 
you have laid and you will be able to see 
the Firm meet its potential. I am also 
especially grateful for the deep interest 
and trust you reposed in me and the 
many candid conversations we have 
had. It has helped gain perspective and 
insights that I would be poorer without. 

Prachi joins me in wishing Poornima and 
you the very best as you script the next 
chapter in your life. I’m sure your family 
and grandchildren will be thrilled to see 
more of you compared to last couple of 
years.

I very much hope that we will stay in 
touch and I can lean on your wisdom and 
counsel in years to come.

– Vekataramanan Vishwanath

You have always inspired me with 
your profound knowledge, experience 
and discerning personality. I feel really 
privileged to have the opportunity of 
interacting with you at close quarters 
and imbibe career and life lessons 
that I will cherish for a lifetime. I wish 
you the very best and hope to stay in 
touch. 

– Manisha Dharnidharka

Thanks for your leadership and 
support over the last few years. 
There was so much to learn – your 
friendly nature, humility, always being 
so candid and open to feedback! I am 
grateful for our interactions and wish 
you all the very best for future. 

– Nandita Tripathi

The Firm has been lucky to have your leadership and everything 
that you have done for it. Your leadership has been very 
inspirational and you’ve made your presence felt. It has been an 
honour working with a wonderful person like you. Your personal 
involvement in Kerala and the goodwill you carry has been 
outstanding. Many clients have appreciated your work and have 
fond memories of your Kerala times! Wishing you nothing but 
success in all your future endeavours and good health. 

Good luck and Farewell!

– R Venkatesan

Had the pleasure to interact briefly 
with Arun when we won the 
Guinness record for cyber security 
class. As he always is, we could 
see the excitement and a spark 
in his eyes. It clearly reflected the 
happiness for the work done by 
KPMG and the way he encouraged 
the team.

– Jignesh Oza



While it was my misfortune that I was not able to interact with Arun for very long, one thing that I will 
always remember in my interaction with him, and hopefully imbibe, is his passion for building a lasting 
enterprise and his firm commitment in people. I wish him all the best in his next adventure! 

– Divyaksh Sehgal

Thank you for all your guidance and support over the past few years. Your interest and active support in 
all our people initiatives was always appreciated. Thank you for building the #KPMGjOSH.

– Niloufer Nagporewalla

Arun, this is perhaps the hardest piece to write! Among many things, what will remain with me is 
the ENERGY you bring every day, to your work, to your conversations and your relationships. You lend 
a special meaning to jOSH! I have benefitted tremendously under your mentorship and from your 
perspectives, greatly enriched by your sharp observations and elegant prose. 

I recently read somewhere that there are two ways to look at tomorrow – one, as a day sealed between 
two nights and the second, as a night sealed between two days. You always encouraged us take the 
latter view, to always see the silver lining, to always imagine the opportunities! Thank you for all the 
fantastic learnings. But most of all, thank you Arun, for the immense trust you placed in me throughout 
our engagement and time. All best wishes for many fulfilling and jOSHful years ahead.

– Suangna Singh



Thank you for being an inspirational leader. Your mentorship, support and guidance, 
coupled with patience and persistence, will stay with me for a long time. Will never 
forget the moment of receiving the token of appreciation from you when I stepped into 
the role of an Executive Director. Your teachings and professional advices will continue to 
guide me forever. Thank you so much for your impeccable leadership support.

– Sankaran Venkataramani 

To some wonderful experiences and memories built of the past 5 years…

To new initiatives, milestones and many a moment of rejoice and cheer!

Wishing you every success in your new endeavours and the road ahead…

Looking forward to staying connected and building on the journey we’ve shared!

– Shalini Pillay

In 2017, when I received the early message that you are becoming the next Chairman and 
CEO for KPMG in India, I was delighted. I had extensively interacted with you in the U.S. 
and had seen you in action with your relationships and clients. 

I also remember my quarterly interactions with you and the mentorship you have provided 
over these past five years. Heartiest congratulations on the phenomenal growth, building 
capabilities and a stronger Firm, with an even stronger partnership. All the best.

– Amit Tulsian



You started steering the KPMG 
ship by bringing in stability. Over 
the years, we saw growth in every 
aspect of the Firm and learnt 
immensely in the process. The 
calmness with which you spoke 
to prominent personalities like Mr. 
Ratan Tata was so awe inspiring. 
Wishing your next innings are as 
jOSHful as ever. 

– Nishit Kapadia 

It has been a pleasure working and 
interacting with you over the years. 
Thank you for all the support and 
encouragement you provided me. 
Compliments to you for steering the 
Firm to such greater heights. In all my 
client meetings that I have had with 
you I have seen an immense amount 
of respect for you. Your experience 
and leadership will be missed. Best 
wishes to you for whatever you plan 
to do in your new innings. 

– Manoj Kumar Vijai

Best wishes for your future 
endeavours and lots of success and 
happiness!

– Nikhil Patil

Arun you have been an amazing 
leader and a people person. Your 
approach on dealing with challenging 
market conditions and caring for 
people above all has been a great 
learning. It has been a pleasure to 
work with you. I wish you all the 
best in your journey ahead.

– Kunal Pande

Thank you for your leadership – 
walking the talk – and, practicing 
the highest-level of values and 
ethics. I want to learn and imbibe 
your qualities, during my journey of 
professional improvement. I wish you 
all the very best and look forward to 
being in touch with you.

– Nilesh Modi 

Thank you Arun, for all your 
guidance, support and lessons 
in fortitude which helped us tide 
difficult times and appreciate the 
happy moments. Best wishes, good 
health and cheer. 

– Vishnu Pillai

Thank you for your leadership and 
friendship over the last many years. 
Wish you all the very best for the 
next wonderful phase in your life.  

– Akshay Bhalla 

My interactions with Arun, however 
limited, have been very enriching. 
His passion, energy and a calm 
composure has an immediate effect 
on all of us. During his tenure, the 
Firm has become stronger with deep 
focus on sectors and corridors. I 
wish him the best.

– Amit Somani

Thank you for all your dedicated hard 
work. Best wishes to Poornima and 
you, always!

– Hitesh Gajaria

Wish you all the joy and happiness 
for your next journey.

– Mritunjay Kapur



You took over the reigns at a time when 
the Firm was going through a tumultuous 
period and resultant instability. Your maturity, 
humbleness, belief in the partnership and 
outreach helped steady the ship. As you 
enter a very exciting phase of your life, I 
wish you all the very best. You have an 
open invitation to visit my abode in the 
mountains, to sip your tea nice and slow 
over conversations. Thank you for all that 
you have done for us. You shall be missed. 

– Vikram Advani 

Thank you for all the support that you 
extended to me when I was unwell and 
away from work. It meant a lot and I am 
truly grateful to you.

Your contribution to the Firm has been 
invaluable at many levels. Under your 
leadership we have grown to become a 
bigger and a better organisation. 

I wish you the very best for all your future 
endeavours, good health and happiness 
to you and your family.

– Ashwin Bakshi

My first meeting with Arun 
was in the U.S. almost 15 
years ago. I was impressed by 
his client focus and strategic 
vision since then. Arun 
brought significant positivity 
and partnership spirit to the 
India Firm during his tenure 
and set it on its evolutionary 
path. 

– K K Raman

I have always admired your energy, enthusiasm, drive to think 
big and your calm temperament to solve problems. Also, your 
understanding of geo-politics and the macro picture has been a 
great source of learning. 

I have been fortunate to discover your interests outside of work 
from being an avid traveller who loves to soak in the local sights, 
sounds and cuisines, to being a poet and someone who is very 
interested in the arts. 

Thank you for all you have done for the Firm and each of us. It has 
truly been a pleasure and I wish you the very best in your next 
innings.

– Bhavik Damodar

With your calm and composed demeanour, you have 
brought stability to the Firm, helping it achieve higher 
levels of growth and profitability. Your passion, the 
bonds you have established with people within and 
outside the Firm, as well as your ability to embrace 
change and take on a challenge, are some of the 
things I hope to imbibe. 

One cannot forget the manner in which the Firm 
successfully addressed challenges that arose from 
the pandemic. All of this is a tribute to the spade-work 
done during your tenure.

– Aniruddha Godbole



As your term as CEO of KPMG in India draws to a close, I want to take a moment 
to thank you for your guidance, mentorship and your friendship over this time.  
I greatly appreciate and value the occasions that I got to work closely with you, 
right from your early days here until now. I also value the various opportunities 
and platforms that you provided me along the way, including in multiple external 
forums (including the Kotak Committee), all of which have played a role in my 
growth as a professional. I have learnt a lot and greatly enjoyed our association 
during this time. Your quite but assertive leadership style and your persuasive 
abilities with your calm and soft-spoken demeanor always stood out. Most of all, 
the energy that you bring to each day, is truly extraordinary. 

And with all that energy and jOSH in you, I am sure you are going to keep 
yourself busy pursuing your wide ranging interests – I wish you the very best 
for the future. 

– Sai Venkateshwaran 

Arun – congratulations on a job very well done. Standing ovation to you. This is the 
moment when you have scored a ton and walking back into a pavillion full of claps! 
I have had the pleasure of doing several things with you. Client pitches, DRBs, 
Account Programs, firm-wide initiatives, Partners’ meet – the list goes on and  
I might need the next page. 

What amazes me is the energy that you bring in every day to work. If I can be 
half of this at your life moment, then I will be super happy. Your hallmark is your 
ability to plan and be prepared to the ‘T’ and not letting chance takeover, ever. 
Collaboration is your biggest gift to the Firm and it came in when we needed 
it the most – we were was always made to come together as a team and not 
individuals landing up to do a job. You have a tremendous gift of dealing with 
tough subjects with ease and in a matter of fact way. With you – there is never 
a dull moment in the room. You are a wonderful host, both at home and office. 
Poornima and you always make us feel at ease whenever we have met. 

The warmth with which you meet, your handling of the Indian media, the 
respect and recall you have with Indian business leaders and above all putting 
the Firm first will always stay with me. On behalf of everyone – I take this 
opportunity to wish Poornima and you the very best. Great health to you 
both. Look forward to being in touch with you

– Aditya Rath 



As you embark on the next phase of your life, I wanted to 
extend my deepest gratitude for the stellar innings with you 
at the helm has been for us. The India Firm and the corridor 
was truly richer to have been able to open new doors and 
build deeper cross border collaboration at the back of the 
respect and admiration colleagues around the network 
have for you. I feel truly privileged to get a page out of your 
book of insights and learnings from the U.S. market and 
the local firm – I will truly miss that first hand counsel and 
stewardship. 

I remember the time we were together in the Valley where 
you brought the entire local leadership together in one room 
and threw a collective challenge to the group to create a 
USD 500 million corridor between SV – BLR. I still remember 
that we all walked out of that room deeply energised by your 
clarity of thought, deep conviction and vision to think BIG! 
The Firm will truly miss your ability to challenge the normal 
and build bold ambitions. 

I believe that we have set the foundation for that vision to 
become reality on the corridor and confident that we can lean 
on your astute counsel in times to come. On the personal 
front, I have always deeply cherished your warm hospitality 
and guidance, including during my early years in the Firm.

Finally, I came across this quote from Frankin D. Roosevelt 
which I thought very aptly sums up your term as the 
Chairman and CEO for the India Firm:

“To reach a port, we must sail - sail, not tie at anchor - sail, 
not drift”

With all best wishes and success for the next chapter, Arun. 

– Naveen Aggarwal 

Arun, thinking upon what will stay with us as 
your legacy, your gifts to us, as you move on to 
greater things: 

Possessing as you do such a very refined 
mind, you could write the textbook on subtle 
leadership. Arun, I don’t think you have ever 
needed the use of a bludgeon, given your 
dexterity with a surgeon’s scalpel. 

One trait that we’ve all learnt from you is the 
ability to invest in people, to believe in them, and 
to help them perform. It is difficult not to give 
of your best when you know that the CEO has 
reposed his entire stock of trust in you.

One of your personal traits that’ll stay with me 
for good is your talent for bringing out the ‘better 
angels of peoples’ nature’, to quote Abraham 
Lincoln. As Satya Nadella said, a true CEO is a 
curator of cultures, and you are leaving the Frm in 
a much better place than where you found it.

– Elias George 
Thank you for your leadership and support in helping our Firm grow. I will cherish 
our interactions and your faith in the potential of managed services business. 
Wishing you all the best for the new stage in your life and future endeavours. 

– Ankit Mishra

Hearty congratulations for completing five years as leader of the India Firm where we have seen unprecedented 
growth based on our Values.

I still remember my first interaction, my wife and I were completely awestruck with your simple and down to 
earth nature. You had spent decades in the U.S. and also few years with the U.S. Government but you were still 
connected with Indian roots. 

I always admired your passion, hard work and leading from the front in making the Firm a great place to work. We 
may not have achieved everything but we all can confidently say that we have come a long way. I still remember 
our Diwali celebration at your place where Poornima and you had made perfect arrangements and made us feel 
special.

For me you will always be a special leader as I became Partner just few months before you took over. This trophy 
picture will always remain a wonderful memory to cherish for ages.

– Kirti K Oswal 

It was great to have you lead the Firm over the 
last several years. You joined us at a time when 
the India Firm was in a precarious position. 
Not only did you help us stabilise the practice 
and bind the partners together, but also helped 
us achieve our growth aspirations. Your calm 
demeanour, clear vision, strategic thinking, 
strong relationship with the industry leaders 
and jOSH (in everything that you did) made 
you a much sought after leader. You were very 
supportive and always available to us when we 
needed your support.

Wishing you all the very best for the future. 

We are going to miss you !!

– Himanshu Parekh 



Right from my first interaction with you, I have always been 
extremely impressed with your unfaltering demonstration of 
the KPMG values.

Your relentless sponsorship for the ICoE, right from our initial 
days when we started off taking baby steps, has been a pillar 
of strength for us. You have constantly pushed us to raise the 
bar and drive greater value and excellence for the Firm. From 
our inauguration in April 2019, to the first anniversary in April 
2020 which also coincided with the launch of our Kreative 
Korner Innovation framework and then to the Mega IPOY 
event last year, you have always stood by us at every critical 
milestone on our journey as we rapidly scaled up.

As we keep marching ahead into the future, we would hope 
to have you continue as our guiding light.

Wishing you and the family all the very best for the journey 
ahead and thanking you again for all your contributions to the 
Firm and to ICoE.

– BN 

I first met Arun during my recruitment process and what 
struck me was how the interaction was to truly and 
genuinely to know me as a person – my upbringing and 
life.

The other significant memory I have is when Arun and 
leadership team were meeting Vedanta Chairman in 
London – where I helped pull together the session and 
post the meeting, I was pleasantly surprised by the praise 
and encouragement I got from Arun. I also remember 
Arun calling me after an online session with Vedanta 
leadership and we enjoyed the moment together and 
celebrated on how we were beginning to make a mark 
with the account. 

Thank you, Arun for all the encouragement and for being 
a tremendous source of inspiration for me. I wish you all 
the very best in your future endeavours and continued 
tremendous success in the journey beyond. 

– Amit Bhargava 

During one of his visits to Kolkata, we met Arun for a lunch 
meeting. We discussed various ongoing and proposed 
projects. Arun took keen interest in each of them. At that 
time I was working on a clean cooking assignment with 
GiZ. I described the assignment to him and explained its 
environmental, health and livelihood aspects to Arun. The 
project involved training the village women in constructing 
mud chullahs and thereafter selling them to fellow villagers. 
Arun was very happy to see a video which depicted how 
KPMG appointed subcontractor was training the women and 
discussed how such initiatives can be scaled up.

To my surprise, I found this initiative being mentioned in 
the next post card. He even remembered this during the 
partner’s meet and mentioned it during his speech. Me and 
the entire team were thrilled.

Arun’s commitment towards social cause and appreciation of 
sincere ground efforts moved us. He has inspired us and as a 
great leader would always continue to be an inspiration.

– Anupam Ray

Thank you for building our present which gives us a good 
chance of succeeding on our future goals. I had never 
known a CEO of a professional services firm in India 
dedicate time and thoughts on large pitches, seeking 
client feedback on big engagements and provide all the 
encouragement that comes with that. Somewhere deep 
inside I wish I had seen more of you in action but then 
as Tagore says “the butterfly counts not months but 
moments, and has time enough” - I will count my couple 
of years in the Firm here as time enough:)

I wish you a terrific time ahead all full of moments of joy 
with your near and dear ones. On our side, we would 
continue to march on the journey of building an even 
stronger Firm with jOSH!

Also, I must tell you that you are amongst the very few 
leaders to pronounce my name correctly. Thank you for 
that Arun.

Take care and wish you all the very best.

– Shamit Mukherjee 



Dear Arun, 

Thank you for being our guide, thinker, navigator and compass! You have done so 
much for us in this short span. My heartfelt gratitude! 

I remember the first thing you said about overcoming the challenge to ‘communicate 
thoughts in the least possible words’. And I saw the power of this from -‘the coming 
of jOSH!’, Team work makes the dream work, our four tenets of Focus, Think Big, 
Collaborate and Act Fast, to the new governance structures. 

You have left the Firm in a better place than you found it. You rallied teams together 
to see us through crises and the COVID phases. As KPMG continues its transforming 
journey, your steadfast hand, confidence you create and your smiling countenance 
will be sorely missed. Wish you the very best, as you embark on your next chapter. 

– Suneel Vora 

Wish you the very best for your future 
endeavours and hope that you get a lot 
of happiness as you spend more time 
with your grandchildren. I have always 
been inspired by your leadership style 
and have learnt a lot. I still remember 
one of our large audit pitch meeting 
in Mumbai almost five years ago and 
how you motivated and empowered 
me to lead that. It’s a memory forever. 

– Shiraz Vastani



I have had the privilege to work closely with Arun on numerous 
occasions and have learnt a great deal from him. His humility, 
despite his stature, is a great example of leadership for us to 
emulate. His wisdom on ‘no one wins till everyone does’ is perhaps 
a leadership style that has brought people together more than ever. 
We are in a much better space than we were five years back and 
that shows Arun’s stewardships. While he is moving on, I do hope 
to have the privilege of his wisdom and mentorship in the coming 
times.

– Vivek Agarwal 

Congratulations on successful completion of your term as CEO 
with KPMG in India. This has been a stupendous achievement 
given the situation about five years ago when you took up this 
important responsibility. It’s been a pleasure interacting with you. 
Your calmness and sense of poise brought stability to the Firm. You 
introduced / implemented new ideas and important building blocks 
which have stood us in good stead. A big thank you for all your 
contribution.

Here’s wishing you continued success in your future endeavours as 
well as peace and contentment in your personal life.

– Hoshnar Kapadia 

I have had the pleasure to interact with Arun very closely. Arun 
defines a perfect gentleman – calm, poised and mature. He has 
always been very approachable and to me he has always been 
available, be it any time-zone or any hour. He has always shared 
a unique perspective which I have benefitted from. Arun has 
always been very encouraging and has promoted a sense of 
entrepreneurism which I can personally vouch for. 

Arun, you have been a great mentor and supporter and it has been 
indeed a pleasure to have worked with you. Thank you very much for 
what you have done for me and specially for FRM.

Do take care of your health and enjoy your time with your family. 

– Rajosik Banerjee



It was a pleasure working with you. I want 
to tell you that you are a true leader and an 
inspiration to us. Even though the waters 
were choppy, you led us through success. 
Valuation practice flourished both in terms of 
growth and profitability during your tenure. 
This would not have been possible without the 
requisite freedom that you granted us along 
with adequate guidance and recognition as and 
when required.

We will miss your hard work and supporting 
acts. I convey to you the warmest farewell I 
could give to a fantastic boss. I wish you all 
the success and happiness. All the best for the 
next challenge.

– Amit Jain

It has been a wonderful journey and I must thank you for your leadership 
over the years. Your approach and leadership during the Covid crisis was 
exemplary. This ensured everyone was looked after like a family and a belief 
that we will all come through better together.

At each interaction, the focus on KPMG Values and a larger view were 
always visible. And that focus has helped define our culture.

The conduct, grace, maturity and statesman like qualities are things I could 
learn and benefit from. Your messages on Gandhi Jayanti are very valued 
reading!

At a personal level, thank you for your continued help and I remain grateful.

I wish you and the family all the joy and happiness in the journey ahead. I 
look forward to keeping in touch. 

– Vivek Singh

It was a great pleasure working with you. 
During your tenure, you have really helped 
positioning KPMG India high in the minds of 
other network firms and with our clients. Thank 
you for that and we will build on the pedestal 
you have created. Wishing you very happy and 
healthy years ahead.

– BS Sathish

I have been fortunate to interact and work closely with Arun. His 
passion for doing different initiatives is amazing. His vision to support 
Kerala during the floods and calamities was lauded by many across 
the globe. In addition, we won one of the world’s first of its kind of 
sustainability project for KPMG – Rebuild Kerala Initiative. What 
I like in him is the support and trust he poses on a person once 
he is convinced. I wish him all the best in his life going forward.

– Prasad Unnikrishnan

I have never seen a better combination of statesmanship and leadership 
in anyone else as I have seen in your personality. I admire your mature 
leadership and drive to do better which I think has helped KPMG India 
over last five years. I remember going to client visits along with you 
in Gujarat and you were able to immediately impress them with your 
background and polished conversation! Thank you for your commitment 
and support to Gujarat and me over these years. They have been a 
tremendous help in our continuous growth. 

I wish you all the best for the coming years and wish you healthy and 
happy times with your family in the U.S.

– Rajan Vasa 

My first memory of you was 
when you addressed all of us 
as a group at the at St. Regis 
and what stood out for me 
was the clarity and authority 
with which you spoke. While 
your leadership has inspired 
me and the entire Firm, we 
have come a long way from 
being a disjointed set of 
people pulling in different 
directions to a cohesive 
group working towards 
team goals - what has stood 
out for me is your ability 
to deliver tough messages 
respectfully. The level of 
respect you command 
from everyone across the 
Firm is a testament to the 
effectiveness of your stint as 
CEO.  Best of luck with your 
future endeavours! 

– Ajit Viswanath

It was great interacting with you during 
my transition from Singapore to India. I 
thoroughly enjoyed the conversation we had 
and your thoughts specifically on driving the 
much-needed organisational change and 
culture. Thank you for driving this within 
the organisation and your entrepreneurial 
skills have helped us incubate new practices 
and drive growth. Thank you and wish you 
continued success!

– Raghu B V



Thank you Arun for all the sacrifices that you made to 
lead the India Firm.

Your experience and passion have made a big 
difference to our India Partnership. 

Your warmth and energy shall always be 
remembered by us.

Wishing you all the best !

– Rahul Kashikar

Arun took charge during the very torrid and turbulent 
time for the Firm. As a true leader, he steered the 
Firm out of the crisis and took it to a much different 
level. With his hard work and relentless pursuits, the 
Firm has witnessed significant growth with stability. 
I wish you all the happiness and success in all your 
future endeavours.

– Rajan Iyer

I will always remember you as a CEO who upped 
the game for the Firm. The brand reputation that 
you enhanced by building relationships with Global 
and India CXO’s was amazing. Last but not the least, 
you agreed to have both my sons Veer and Dev to 
share the stage at Partners meetings will always be 
cherished by them and I am eternally grateful to you 
for that. 

Though I am sure you will continue to take on some 
engagement but hoping you can spend a lot more 
time with your family and friends, especially your 
grandchildren. 

– Gaurav Mehndiratta

It was a pleasure working with you and thank you for 
recognising Valuation team in several of your CEO 
addresses. These words of encouragement always 
meant a lot for such a fledgling practice like us. Our size 
never mattered for you when it came to giving us that 
kind of recognition and it really motivated us as always. 

Special thanks to you and your CEO office for giving 
me an outstanding opportunity to speak with Sourav 
Ganguly in the Partner’s Meet.

All the best Arun, and pleasure working with you.

– Mahek Vikamsey

Thanks a million times over for leading us and guiding 
us through the years right from the time when there 
was instability within the Firm until this date where 
the Firm has scaled newer heights. With the strategy 
that you have set, we are poised to become the 
most admired and sought after Firm for employees, 
clients and public at large. Under your leadership, the 
Firm navigated through the most difficult times of 
the pandemic with minimum disruption, taking care 
of the well being of people and continuing to serve 
our clients. 

I will remember our interaction in one of our 
client relationship meetings that we had with the 
promoters of Westlife Development Limited . Thanks 
again and wishing you good health and happiness in 
your journey ahead. 

– Shabbir Readymadewala

It was a delight to be led by you as a CEO. In the few 
interactions that I have had, you have come across 
as a very intelligent, thought provoking, humble and 
an empathetic person. I have always admired how 
you have played your role in absorbing everything 
and yet giving an independent perspective to 
everything.

It has been a pleasure to know you and work with 
you. Wish you all the very best for whatever you take 
up in the future.

Hope you good health and happiness always!

– Mitul Shah My best lesson of working with you was during the 
pandemic. I learnt that in a crisis situation, courage 
to act and act early is very important. I am very proud 
that KPMG India leadership led by you did the same 
thing at the onset of the pandemic with a decision to 
support MOHFW in managing the COVID-19 war-room. 
I personally got an opportunity to serve my country and 
live my purpose under your leadership that helped us 
build one of the fastest growing healthcare practice.

I will always cherish this journey and my best 
memories with you.

– Lalit Mistry

Over the past five years, I have had limited but 
interesting opportunities to interact with Arun and 
have come to admire his patience, quiet strength 
and most importantly, his ability to listen. He speaks 
with humility and embodies that thoroughly. Thinking 
beyond what’s possible, bringing in #jOSH as a mantra 
and investing in people as a priority is something that I 
will always remember him by. 

– Sreeja Marar

Thank you very much Arun for your leadership over 
the last few years which brought stability and growth 
to the Firm. It was during your leadership that the 
concept of target, compensation for the partners 
was introduced which resulted in great amount 
of collaboration and sense of ownership across 
the partners. Wishing you the best of health and 
happiness for your future journey. 

– Santosh Dalvi



Thank you for guiding the Firm through some rough weather and leaving it in a much 
better place. We have had several interactions mostly in informal settings such as 
Partners’ Meet at JW Marriott, Partners’ dinner at DLF Golf Course etc. Your humility 
stood out each time, a difficult trait to find in leaders in today’s time. 

It was very heart-warming when you called out our names in Partners’ call for Valuation 
team’s outstanding performance. A high growth practice like ours just needs that sort of  
encouragement for the adrenaline to keep pumping. 

Wishing you all the best for your future endeavours.

– Apurva Shah

Maybe cliched but working with you has been a tremendous learning experience. I 
look back and think of the time you joined the Firm, the patience and adeptness with 
which you handled everything – especially the transition. We are certainly in a different 
place today due to your leadership, vision and strategic thinking and thank you for that. 
Wishing you good health and all the very best in all your future endeavours.

– Raman Sobti

You are one of the most charismatic and humble leaders I have had the privilege to 
meet and work for. The Reliance growth story that you gave personal attention to and 
the vision you brought, have taken the Firm to newer heights of success, growth and 
visibility. Your books are a great way to unwind and expand one’s thinking. Thank you for 
being our leader and showing us a better world out here. Wish you great happiness and 
health for the next phase of your life too. 

– Bhavana Advani

It has been an immense pleasure to know you and work under your leadership. I would 
specifically never forget the poise, modesty and dignity that exemplify you. Your  
appreciation and encouragement have been cherishable moments for me. I was deeply 
moved by the litterateur in you and the treasures you penned in Mantram Beach.

–  Dipayan Ghosh

Since I joined the Firm recently in a remote working era, we did not have a chance to 
meet in person. But before I joined, I observed the transformational work you have done 
for the Firm and made it a great place to work!

Wishing you very best for your future.

–  Gaurav Mittal



I congratulate you on completion of five years as Chairman and 
CEO of KPMG India. I really appreciate your deep knowledge 
of professional service industry, valued relationships across 
KPMG network and the government agencies. You have always 
maintained a great connect with Indian Inc.

I must mention that you brought stability in the Firm when 
needed during your tenure and infused collaborative approach 
and jOSH into all of us.

I wish you all the best and good health.

– Kirti Shah

Thanks for your stewardship over the years. Your 
vision has not just shown us the way, but also 
made us believe that collectively we can achieve 
much higher success. 

I personally will never forget your guidance 
during one of the critical phases of my career. 
You provided me an environment to deal with the 
situation head-on and came out as champion. 

Thank you once again and all the best. 

– Amrish Chaudhary

I have had the privilege of working with and being 
mentored by Arun across firms and continents. 
Arun is a leader who inspires in many ways, driving 
impactful outcomes by always exhibiting a client-
first and One Firm mindset. His ability to forge 
respectful and lasting client relationships with 
industry doyens is truly impressive. 

I have learned a lot from Arun, and hope to 
continue being guided by his wise counsel in times 
to come. Wishing him the very best in all his future 
endeavours!

– Satya Easwaran

Over the last five years, your leadership 
indeed created the needed stability and 
transformed the Firm to be future ready for 
achieving growth and profitability objectives. 
One of the biggest achievements of your 
tenure is leaving behind a strong institution 
that believes in empowering its people to 
be dynamic and agile and yet be process 
oriented for delivering service excellence to 
our clients.

The foundational work is always more difficult 
and challenging - your unrelentless focus on 
the Firm’s Values and culture will bind us for 
being the best and the legacy that you are 
indeed leaving for the future generation.

– Sanjay Mehta

I met Arun for the first time at his house in Los Altos. 
He was very warm, welcoming and a gracious host. 
After the meeting, it was an easy decision to relocate 
to India, knowing it would be under his leadership. 

Arun’s leadership had an inspiring and calming effect 
on everyone, including me. His style was principled, 
empathetic, and steadfast. He encouraged everyone 
to embrace a growth mindset and win as a team. This 
is a message that has truly struck home and is now a 
part of the Firm’s psyche. 

I will always carry fond memories of Arun’s time at 
the helm - as a guide, mentor, and an inspiring leader! 
Wish you all the best in whatever is the next act!

– Chaitanya Gogineni

We will miss you Arun. Over the last four years 
amidst difficult times, you have brought together all of 
us in KPMG India as an extended family! Wish you all 
the best for your next innings. 

– Harsha Razdan

I will remember you the most for the beautiful messages 
you send on Gandhi Jayanthi. The first one after I joined 
triggered a renewed interest in the Mahatma for me and 
made me go back to reading about him. 

Wish you all the best and hope our paths cross again. 

– Gayathri Krishna



‘It is nice to be important, but it is more 
important to be nice’- these are the words 
which aptly define our Chairman and 
CEO - Arun Kumar. Your firm views and 
clear thoughts expressed in a very polite 
tone, are memories that are at the top of 
my mind. Your ability and willingness to 
take up tough questions and answer them 
convincingly spoke much louder than you 
did. Thank you for all your contributions!

Wish and pray for good health and 
happiness in your life ahead.

– Praveen William

KPMG in India was going through a turbulent period at the time you 
came in. It brought a sense of calmness and a feeling that everything 
would be okay. Your emphasis on culture and processes was 
transformational. You leave behind a much stronger KPMG than it was 
five years back. Best wishes and good luck for your next innings. 

– Manish Kapur

I express my deep gratitude for everything that you have done for the 
Firm and its people. I admire your leadership, energy, enthusiasm and 
immense contribution over the last five years. As a leader, you have 
led the Firm to new heights through a period of incredible growth and 
change. I wish you all the best for your future endeavours with lots of 
happiness and good health!!

– Maulik Mehta

Arun has been a great source of inspiration 
for me personally and epitomises 
leadership! You had a very calming influence 
even during a very turbulent period for 
the Firm and you played a critical role 
in reinstating stability and growth. You 
have shown how the Firm is not about an 
individual or a small group of partners, but it 
is about taking the entire Firm and its people 
along. Best wishes for your future role and 
do wish that you continue to mentor and 
guide us going forward.

– Roopesh Rao

So much to learn and imbibe from you. 
I sincerely thank you Arun for leading 
us from the front over these years 
of breakthrough performance and 
outcomes. Your ability to rally and inspire 
a cross section of leaders and teams is 
unparalleled. Will always remember how 
accessible you have been, the impact 
you make with a very composed, well-
rounded and articulate messaging, both 
internally and with the clients/market at 
large is phenomenal. Looking forward to 
your continued support in making the India 
Firm achieve greater heights. On a personal 
note, wishing you only the very best at 
work and beyond. 

– Puneet Narang

It’s been my privilege to be part of the 
Firm and work under your leadership. 
I also feel proud that I made it to 
partnership during your tenure as the 
Chairman and CEO. Though we have 
never interacted one on one, I have 
always admired the clarity in your 
thoughts, and passion you bring in. 
Your great leadership has made us 
the most trusted Firm. 

As you start a new chapter of 
your life, I wish you a great health, 
happiness and success. You will be 
deeply missed.

– Sameer Mota

Arun, would like to convey my deep gratitude for the way you have led 
the Firm with positivity and resolve. You have held a strong anchor to 
this mammoth ship, which was being hit by the waves of uncertainty 
and organisational movements. You have symbolised integrity in your 
character while dealing with tough situations. The way you have led your 
own succession planning is remarkable. Would like to congratulate you 
for your efforts and would fondly remember sailing this journey with you 
together.

– Alekh Tiwari

I have had very few occasions of interaction with 
Arun. He came across as a kind and forgiving person 
on the one hand and firm about his convictions 
on the other. A great quality about leaders is that 
they provide an atmosphere of transparency and 
comfort where people can disagree without fear of 
retribution. I believe he has set the Firm on a path 
that would provide stability for the coming years and 
enable it to transform. I wish him a happy, healthy 
and successful life ahead. 

– Niladri Bhattacharjee

I vividly remeber the time spent with you in Japan during August 
2017 which set the tone of a very warm relationship. I also 
remember helping you in the Japanese whisky shopping. More 
than anything, it brought warmth in our relationship that I will 
always cherish. The merger of BMR was an important milestone 
and your motivation and care was the reason for it to be amongst 
the most successful integrations in the history of KPMG India.

I will look forward to our continued association and learning from 
you. 

– Rohit Berry



It’s been a pleasure interacting with you. 
I fondly remember our conversation 
when we spoke about J Krishnamurthy, 
strategy project during which we 
pondered on where to take KPMG or 
discussions on articles shared with you.

You’re leaving KPMG a better place!

– Nikhil Sethi

I think Arun Kumar as a CEO is class 
apart. He not only inspires but the cool 
he keeps in stressful scenarios has a lot 
for all of us to learn from. Infact even my 
final interview to get into KPMG with 
him was so classic. He is quite lucid 
and clear in his approach. I have seen 
him proactively responding to scenarios/
moments which could be stressful or  
arise in future. Infact the way he and the 
team below him have handled covid is 
exemplary. I remember him calling me 
before my surgery last year and such 
moments remain alive throughout. Wish 
him all success in his life.

– Amit Manna

I write this message from the very room in Delhi 
where you interviewed me! I have always looked up 
to you as a great leader who has always given us 
wings. We would not have been able to create this 
market-leading automation practice in two years had 
it not been for your constant support and guidance. I 
have admired you for being extremely articulate, loved 
reading all your notes and wish I can imbibe some of 
your qualities as I grow into my professional career. 
Wish you tons of love for the next phase of your 
journey and I’m sure we shall remain connected. Take 
care and miss you!

– Satyen Makhija

Thank you for your inspiring leadership and guidance. 

I have many takeaways from your leadership and one of them is 
the ‘client focus’ that you brought. I vividly remember when we 
were in the final closing stages of the Bank of Baroda deal and 
the Bank requested a meeting with the KPMG leadership at a 
short notice. I was impressed to see you make time and ensure 
we as a group were thoroughly prepared for the meeting. 

I have found our conversations refreshing and often provided 
me with thoughts to ponder on how we could run our business 
differently.

I wish you and your family the very best in the years to come. 
Look forward to being in touch.

– Amit Wagh

Wish you all the very best Arun. Thank you for all the client 
support you provided. You never said ‘No’ for a client meeting. 
I remember the time we spent on a factory visit in Bangalore, 
meeting with clients in Delhi and other places. You often 
travelled for just doing that one client meeting! I really 
appreciate the jOSH you displayed. Wish you all the very best 
and a jOSHful life ahead!

– Vinod Ramachandran

Many congratulations for fabulous achievements in your 
professional life. It was wonderful knowing you Arun and 
working with you. Great leadership, vision, mentorship, 
genuine concern for wellbeing of people all around….
you should feel extremely proud of your achievements in 
the last five years with the Firm in India. Wish you every 
success in all your future endeavors. Here’s wishing you, 
Poornima and the family all the very best. God bless.

– Sanjiv Chaudhary

Arun, the way you carry yourself is amazing, you were so 
easy to mix with and talk to. Wish we had more time with 
you. 

– Rishi Khanna

My fondest memory is when, during our Digital PD All India 
Meet in 2021, I had the opportunity to host Arun in a fun 
session where the theme was Bollywood. I was mortified to 
host the session because I knew that Arun’s interests are in 
no way Bollywood. But contrary to my fears, he was such an 
amazing sport and got so involved in the session that it turned 
out to be one of the most cherished, unplugged sessions I 
have ever had with a leader of his stature. Truly an amazing 
person and an amazing moment!

– Vraj Gokhlay

I interacted with Arun for the first time during the KPMG 
interview process and was very impressed to see how he could 
quickly put someone at ease. Over the course of last three years, 
have participated in pitches and internal sessions wherein I have 
experienced Arun’s global point of view and strategic insights 
and his ability to contextualise the same seamlessly. On top of 
everything else, I admire Arun’s humility and the way he made 
himself approachable to the entire Firm and helped people when 
they needed it most. Here’s wishing Arun all the very best.

– Kaustav Sen

My first interaction with you was for a 30-minute interview. 
When it ended on time, I felt connected. Took me a while 
to realise how quickly you covered a wide range of topics to 
evaluate, with your usual grace and dignity. Since then, had 
quite a few opportunities to meet you (virtually and in-person) 
and every time I could take away a lesson or two. Just wanted 
to say thank you and wish you all the very best. 

– Snehasis Batabyal



‘Statesman’ is the word that comes to mind, every time I have 
interacted with Arun. Sharp, measured, pointed yet inclusive – are 
just some of the qualities that I have observed during my brief 
interactions with him.

You have truly set a benchmark for the successors to aspire for 
and better.  
Arun, you will be missed as CEO of KPMG India.

Best wishes for the future. Keep in touch.

–  Narendra Ganpule

Arun is a dynamic leader. He displayed the #KPMGjOSH in his 
dealings with clients and external stakeholders besides showing 
empathy and compassion towards employees.

Arun’s experience and maturity in handling challenging situations 
have helped the Firm in coming out of the difficult situation in the 
recent past and achieve great success!

I hope Arun and his family enjoy a healthy and peaceful 2022. I 
wish him lots of good luck, growth and new opportunities in the 
years ahead !

–  K Gopal

I had the privilege of interacting with Arun frequently. 
He has a penchant of travelling to unheard-of historic 
places. While many travel to Leh, only the most 
adventurous ones will visit Turtuk, Chushul and Pagong 
Tso in Ladakh. Very recently, despite treacherous 
weather, terrain and high comma after altitude, along 
with Mrs Arun he completed the circuit in Himalayas. 

Keep exploring Sir-! Best wishes on behalf of Team 
Admin. 

– Brig H S Kaura I never thought it would be so hard to bid farewell to a boss, but 
you were more than just a boss to us. You were a leader, a mentor 
and listening ear. We have witnessed a great level of stability and 
growth in the Firm under your able leadership and thank you for 
the wonderful memories you leave with us. All the best for the 
future. 

– Harnath Babu

Thank you for your mentorship, Arun. For being patient, hearing 
me out each time and believing in me. Will miss your guidance, 
keen insights and passion. You brought us all together as One 
Firm, One Family and I personally learnt a lot working with you. I 
will truly miss our interactions and working with you. Gratitude and 
appreciation for your leadership. Wishing you the very best always!

– Vandana Chopra



You have been a great supporter of Managed Services 
and I really enjoyed our conversations and always felt 
we could have interacted more. I wish you good luck 
for all your future endeavours.

– Bala Chandran

Thank you for your contribution to the Firm over the 
years and especially to the India Firm. Please do pass 
on our gratitude to your family for their support.

You came in during a time of transition for the India 
Firm, brought many of us onboard and  have together 
kept moving forward since. Thank you for helping 
navigate perhaps the most unprecedented event of 
COVID and most of all thank you for helping with 
selecting the right successor - Yezdi.

Appreciate you inspiring us every day at work and you 
will be missed fondly. We wish that the next chapter 
of your innings has a lot of peace, joy, good health and 
poetry.

–  Pallab Roy

It was an enriching experience working with you. One 
thing which will stay with me is the motivation to 
take bigger bets. You are on a ship that sails on new 
voyage of opportunities. May luck and success always 
be with you ! 

–  Anjani Sharma

You leave behind a very firm imprint of your tenure 
with the ‘engine room’ of the Firm and financial 
position better than what you inherited. Your ‘jOSH’ 
has been infectious and your steer during the last two 
pandemic years has been reassuring with a ‘people 
first’ focus. Thank you for building on the legacy of 
your predecessors. All the very best as you ride into 
the sunset from KPMG India shores. 

–  Balraj Hora

Thank you so much Arun for your inspiring leadership. 
Wishing you all the very best and good luck for your 
future endeavors. 

– Shikha Kapur

If one word comes to mind for Arun, it is 
‘Compassion’. Even during the most difficult 
conversations, he does not forget to think of and 
appreciate the efforts of his people. A great leader is 
one for whom his team is willing to stretch the extra 
mile without a frown. I am sure we all have happily!

– Amit Oturkar

I joined KPMG in August 2017 along with the BMR 
Team and it was an absolute pleasure to meet you. 

Over the last four years, as part of the Partner Group, 
I have witnessed complete clarity and conviction in 
your thoughts and plans for the Firm. I must thank you 
for leading the Firm successfully over the last several 
years. Wishing the very best to you always. 

– Lokesh Malik

It is our privilege to have a brilliant mentor 
CEO. Onwards and upwards to greater things 

– Anish Mehta

Arun is a thorough gentleman. Always 
immaculately dressed and well spoken. While the 
above attributes may be construed as a cliché, 
they define a CEO and the grace associated with 
that position. 

– Amarjeet Singh

It has been indeed great having you as our CEO. I do remember the discussion we had 
on Women’s Day and your very useful advice on the ‘art of prioritisation’ if we wanted to 
be a CEO someday. Wish you all the very best in all your future endeavors. It would be 
great to be connected with you even in future. 

– Poonam Ghelani
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For all of us, the best legacy is that we leave 
the Firm in better shape than we found it, and 
you should be very proud of the all of your 
achievements in this respect.

While many people will focus on the significant 
progress that has been made in India, I would 
also like to thank you for putting your hand up 
and helping in South Africa at a time of great 
need. That showed a true global mindset and 
helped the Firm enormously.

It has also been wonderful to read and listen to 
your poetry and get an insight into the stories 
behind the poems. I hope there will be more to 
come.

I wish you all the very best in whatever comes 
next and look forward to staying in touch.

– Andrew Cranston

It feels unreal that your term is ending this 
month. The first time we had a very in-depth 
conversation about what we stand for was at a 
breakfast during the Board/ Council meetings in 
Mexico and I recall, how engaged and involved 
you always were when it mattered. I also 
appreciate that even with your busy schedule, 
you managed to create time to share your 
insights, inspire us to do better and interact with 
the culture work, the NGC, Inclusion, Diversity 
and Equity and many other subjects. I will miss 
seeing you at the Board meetings.

I hope you have planned to continue to 
contribute to leadership roles in some shape or 
form. Do stay in touch. 

– Nhlamu Dlomu

It has been a pleasure working with you over the last two years and to see first-
hand how much you care about the long-term success of KPMG in India, all 
its people and wider stakeholders. You should be very proud of what you have 
achieved. 

I wish you and your family much happiness in the next chapter of your life and hope 
that we will cross paths before too long.

–  Paul Korolkiewicz

It has been my honour and privilege to get to know you over the last 
few years. Thank you for your outstanding contribution to building 
relationships across Asia Pacific in that time. You have brought a level 
of strategic thinking to the region that has been outstanding and made 
a significant difference to relationships between India and all the 
countries in Asia Pacific.

–  John Teer

Congratulations on concluding the second chapter of your career with 
KPMG. In the first chapter, it was a pleasure being your Partner in 
the U.S. firm and witnessing your tireless efforts, positive energy and 
enthusiasm in leading our U.S.-India practice as well as your Board 
service. 

–  Alex Holt

Good luck in the next chapter. It was 
great to work with you again in your 
India leadership role. Thank you for 
your leadership and council over the 
years.

–  Timothy Jones

I know that you and the family are looking 
forward to both the quantity and quality time 
together. We wish you a really wonderful time 
ahead. We will deeply miss your friendship and 
camaraderie and are grateful for your unwavering 
support to the SA firm when we needed the 
most. Your dedication to the KPMG course has 
been nothing short of special. I know you will 
continue to be a KPMG torch-bearer wherever 
you go. 

Good luck with your next chapter in life and 
please don’t be a stranger.

– Ignatius Sehoole

It has been a honour and absolute pleasure to 
have met you. Our first meeting was probably 
more than 20 years ago, at a global client 
meeting in Paolo Alto. Over the many years, I 
have benefitted from your friendship and trust, 
and more importantly, in your last role as CEO 
of KPMG in India, your wisdom, support and 
guidance in our business partnership. 

I have only admiration and upmost respect for 
you as a true gentleman and professional. No 
doubt you will continue to be a role model for 
many who have crossed path with you. I wish 
you well in your next venture, no doubt you will 
be busy soon enough, but do take time to smell 
the roses, so to speak. 

– Irving Low

It has been a privilege to have known you for so long and I consider it an 
honour to have had the opportunity to work with you. 

I think about how you are always so calm and steadfast, with unwavering 
optimism. I love how you don’t hesitate to take on big challenges and 
how aggressive you can be when you put your mind to it, no matter how 
daunting the task. But most of all, I appreciate your kindness, your warm 
sincerity and the gracious hospitality that both you and Poornima have 
demonstrated to so many of us at KPMG.

You’ve been a terrific mentor and I wish you the very best with what you 
decide to tackle in your next stage. Please do stay in touch and don’t 
hesitate to reach out if there’s anything I can ever do for you.

–  Ron Lopes

Many thanks for your contribution to the Firm over the years, it has been 
a privilege to work alongside you.

Best wishes in all your future endeavours.

 – Jonathan Holt

Thank you for your support to KPMG in South 
Africa during our time of need. You were very 
generous with your wisdom and in guiding 
me, holding my hand in my interactions with 
members of the KPMG Global Council. Thank 
you for your kindness, friendship and support. I 
personally learned a lot from your leadership and 
am deeply indebted to you. You have inspired 
pride in the Firm and a deep commitment to 
excellence in everything we do. Your spirit will 
live on and continue to be an inspiration to future 
generations.

– Wiseman Nkuhlu



Wishing you many congratulations on 
completing your five-year term as Chairman and 
CEO of KPMG in India. I’ve been delighted to 
see the Firm grow from strength to strength 
under your stewardship. I am also grateful for 
our friendship and delighted that we managed to 
do the Times of India interview together. 

I hold incredibly fond memories of our time 
working together. Thank you for all the counsel 
and support you’ve given me personally and I 
hope you take the opportunity to celebrate this 
special moment with colleagues, friends and 
family.

– Bina Mehta

You have shown outstanding leadership 
throughout. I have very much appreciated your 
support over the years, particularly in driving 
change and building trust in KPMG.

Thank you for everything and I wish you much 
success and happiness in the next stage of your 
life.

–  Roderick Devlin

You have been an incredible part of the KPMG 
family and our great firm has benefitted 
tremendously from your leadership. Your keen 
insights and thoughtful perspectives have 
encouraged all those around you to be the best 
leaders possible, and for that I thank you. I have 
truly enjoyed serving on the Global Board with 
you most recently and working with you on the 
many initiatives that have been critical to KPMG’s 
success, to the relationship between the India and 
U.S. firms, and globally. 

I wish you the very best health and much 
happiness. Thank you again for being a wonderful 
partner and friend.

–  Laura Newinski

Congratulations on concluding the second chapter of your career with 
KPMG. In the first chapter, it was a pleasure being your Partner in 
the U.S. firm and witnessing your tireless efforts, positive energy and 
enthusiasm in leading our U.S.-India practice as well as your Board 
service. 

In your second chapter, as I took on global roles for the firm, you came 
out of an active ‘retirement’ with your service in the U.S. government. 
It was great to witness your leadership in steering our India Firm to a 
better place. With your leadership, we have taken our footprint in India 
to the next level. You leave behind a legacy that I am sure the Indian 
partners will be proud to build upon. I look forward to staying actively in 
touch and wish you the best in your next set of endeavours

- JItendra Sharma

You have had an amazing career with KPMG and made such a significant impact on the U.S. firm in so many areas. Your 
leadership has impacted many people around the world, in ways you probably don’t realise. 

You have always challenged us to be better, by looking at opportunities and challenges in very innovative ways. I wish you the 
best in your next chapter.

– Edward Cannizzaro

Since we first met and served on the KPMG U.S. 
Board of Directors from 2008-13, I have admired 
your humble wisdom, transparent leadership 
style and purpose driven mindset - all of which 
shines forth from this wonderful article at the 
end of your term at KPMG in India.

Congratulations on a magical career, with 
exemplary service in both the private and public 
sectors. 

I look forward to seeing you and Poornima again, 
and eagerly await your next book of poetry.

– Timothy Gillis

Working with you to create and drive our 
Vietnam-India Programme has been a triumph. 
Thank you for your vision, leadership and good 
humour on this journey. 

You are a wonderful leader and everything that 
a KPMG Partner should be - always there when 
we need you and always ready to help, in the 
nicest possible way. I hope you do not mind me 
calling you a friend.

–  Warrick Cleine

It has been a privilege working with you in the 
past few years. Your bold vision and leadership 
made a significant difference in creating many 
first-of-its-kind ventures in the KPMG world 
between India and Singapore. I would like to 
put on record my personal appreciation to you 
for your trust and friendship. I look forward to 
catching up with you again soon. My friend, I 
wish you a happy future.

–  Pang Thye Ong

Arun has always inspired me with his visionary 
and yet humble leadership approach. He 
has always been accessible and provided 
encouragement for new initiatives within the 
Singapore-India corridor. It has been a great 
pleasure to interact and work with Arun and I will 
always treasure it.

–  Ajay Sanganeria

My personal memory with you was seeing you dancing to rock’n’roll at the 
Singapore IPC. I still wish I had taken that picture of your usual cheerful self.

Thank you for your warm and long-term support for the Global Japanese 
Practice over the years. KPMG in India’s reform under you has brought 
about significant growth for us in India and I am deeply grateful for that. 

– Tomoyasu Sugizaki



Congratulations and well done on your 
leadership of the Indian Firm over the 
past several years – you should be 
extremely proud of your legacy and 
the strong position in which you leave 
the Firm. 

Thank you for your support and advice 
during our time working together 
on the South African firm Oversight 
Committee. Most importantly, thanks 
for your friendship and support. Wish 
you the best for the future.

– Gary Wingrove 

Thanks for your mentoring, leadership and friendship over the years. I am a better 
person and professional because of the impact you’ve had on me personally and 
professionally. Seeing you in your senior partner role SVO then in your India CEO role 
has been exciting and inspiring. Some of the dinners you’ve hosted in the Bay Area 
and India have really been fantastic and provided us an opportunity to get to know 
you at a personal level.

Simran and I are looking forward to seeing Poornima and you more often in the Bay 
Area. 

– Rajiv Thadani 

Your contributions to your clients, 
people and communities in India during 
the past five years have been nothing 
short of incredible. The way you have 
united your team behind #KPMGjOSH 
is a testament to your outstanding 
leadership. 

I feel proud to work alongside you, 
shoulder to shoulder, in the global 
network to make KPMG the ‘Clear 
Choice’. I wish you continued success, 
happiness and strength in the future. 

– Charoen Phosamritlert 

You have done great job for KPMG in India with strong leadership. I really appreciate 
your friendship and good relationship with KPMG in Japan and me, especially your 
contribution to the India-Japan corridor. You and your team have worked really well to 
establish good co-working business models, always considering investment for the 
future and benefit for both firms. I believe this corridor will evolve furthermore. 

Personally, I remember you at Davos, where you introduced me to leaders of 
successful Indian companies and it has been both valuable and memorable for me.

I wish you well well-deserved time with your family. Do reach out If you get the 
chance to come to Japan again.

– Toshiya Mori 

Our relationship has been one that has 
grown from strength to strength. We 
were truly fortunate to experience the 
same and more with Arun’s arrival into the 
Firm, and he has truly been a true partner-
in-arms in elevating our relationship. Arun 
has been a true friend and a brother, and 
a pillar of strength. An inclusive leader 
within the firm, he sets the bar quite high 
for his successor.

– Jamal Fakhro

Thank you for all you have done on behalf of KPMG over a long and very successful career. You 
have had a number of different roles and leadership responsibilities, and excelled at each of them.

It’s easy to focus on your role as senior partner of KPMG in India, but you were first and foremost 
an outstanding client service partner, serving our clients and building teams in Silicon Valley. One 
of your greatest strengths has always been the quality of relationships you build and sustain in the 
marketplace. I have always marveled at the professional relationships you’ve been able to maintain 
over your entire career and appreciated the senior executives you’ve introduced me to, who have 
seemingly known you forever. I have always believed that the ability to gain the respect of senior 
leaders in the marketplace, then nurture and strengthen those relationships over many years, is 
the hallmark of a great partner. 

I also really valued your role as a member of the Board of the U.S. firm while I served as CEO. You 
were challenging, but always supportive and encouraging, always staying focused on the most 
critical strategic issues versus getting bogged down in routine matters. 

When we needed a seasoned and mature leader in India, you stepped up and said “yes” when 
you were asked to consider the role. You’ve done a fantastic job leading KPMG in India and I will 
forever be grateful to you and Poornima for moving back to India as you were completing your role 
with the U.S. Government. 

Most importantly, Beth and I have really valued the friendship we have been fortunate enough to 
enjoy with you and Poornima. We’re excited for both of you as you begin this next phase of your 
career and know there are many great accomplishments ahead. 

– John Veihmeyer 



Arun, you will 
be missed...




